Considerations at initiation of cannulation.
To increase the survival and cannulation of a new AVF access, the cannulation team at the facility needs information from the surgeon, including ultrasound and vessel mapping reports. The greater knowledge one has about the access, the better chance the vascular access team to successfully cannulate and maintain its patency. Ultrasound studies, combined with an AVF where the wall thickness is a minimum of 0.13 mm, are the beginning standard for a mature fistula.